Controlled Assessments – Writing

Contexts and Purposes


Lifestyle
Health
· Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles and their consequences
Relationships and Choices
· Relationships with family and friends
· Future plans regarding: marriage/partnership
· Social issues and equality
Leisure
Free Time and the Media
· Free time activities
· Shopping, money, fashion and trends
· Advantages and disadvantages of new technology
Holidays
· Plans, preferences, experiences
· What to see and getting around
Home and Environment
Home and Local Area
· Special occasions celebrated in the home
· Home, town, neighbourhood and region, where it is and what it is like
Environment
· Current problems facing the planet
· Being environmentally friendly within the home and local area
Work and Education
School/College and Future Plans
· What school/college is like
· Pressures and problems
Current and Future Jobs
· Looking for and getting a job
· Advantages and disadvantages of different jobs



Task: Healthy Lifestyle
Context: Lifestyle
You have been asked by an online magazine to write about how young people can have a balanced approach to their free time.
You could include:
· a description of your free time activities
· what you tend to do in your spare time
· what exercise or sport you do
· how often you do it
· what you normally eat and why
· your opinion of young people’s diets
· your opinion of the dangers facing young people such as drugs, smoking and alcohol
· if you think everyone should do sport at school and why
· what you should do to keep fit and your opinions
· what you would like to try in the future and why


Task: Media
Context: Leisure
Write an article for a web page about your reading, viewing and listening routines. Target readers are Spanish teenagers who are interested in English-speaking teenagers’ response to the media.
Your article could include:
· details about the newspapers/magazines you read and why
· your TV viewing habits with opinions and explanations
· how long you spend listening to the radio each day; what you listen to and why
· your opinions about celebrities such as  Russell Brand and Jonathon Ross
· how you are affected by media advertising
· how you bought something because of advertising
· will you read, watch, listen more or less next year and why.


Task: A response to a film
Context: Leisure
Your pen friend has asked you to write about a film you have seen for his/her school website.
You could include:
· Where you saw the film and who with
· What happens in the film
· Your favourite character in the film and why
· A description of the stars in the film and your opinion of them
· Why you would/would not recommend the film
· Your ideas for a sequel to the film


Task: The life of a celebrity
Context: Cross
You are a celebrity and have been asked to write a short magazine article about yourself.
You could include:
· personal information;
· your daily routine at home;
· what you enjoy doing;
· who is the most important influence in your life and why;
· your best achievement in life so far;
· your ambitions for the future.


Task: An article for your school magazine
Context: Cross
Compare the different lifestyle and customs between your own community and a very different community.
You could include:
· the people;
· their daily life;
· their attitudes and beliefs;
· their clothes;
· their homes;
· their food and drink;
· their free time;
· their education/work.

Task: Holidays – the chance to win 2 weeks in the sun!
Context: Leisure
You decide to enter a competition for the chance of winning a two week holiday to Europe. You have to write an account of your holiday experiences and preferences.
You could include:
· a description of a recent holiday you have been on – where you stayed, how you got there,
· when you went etc;
· what you did whilst you where there;
· your opinion of the holiday;
· what type of holidays you like best and why;
· your plans for your holiday next year;
· why you think you should win the competition.

Task: Finding a home abroad
Context: Leisure (cross)
Your family is moving abroad and you write to a television programme to ask them to help you to find somewhere to live.
You could include:
· Why you are moving abroad
· A description of your favourite country and why you like it
· What you did when you went on holiday there
· What sort of area you want to live in and why
· Your ideal accommodation
· Your plans after moving


Task: Save my town!
Context: Home and Environment
You are leading a campaign for your local area because you are worried about its future. You are writing an article to the European Union to promote your campaign.
You could include:
· Information about the area where you live and why you are worried
· What are the environmental problems in your area
· The positive attractions of your area
· What you personally have already done to help
· What other people could do to improve your area
· How your area compares to another that you have visited

Task: A letter to a problem page
Context: Cross
You are increasingly worried about a good friend of yours and seek advice.
You could include:
· Say who you are and describe your friend
· How long you have been friends and why you are good friends
· Your friend’s lifestyle up until recently
· Why you have become concerned about him/her lately
· What you have already done to help him/her
· What you fear might happen with him/her in the future
· Suggestions for what you think could be done to help him/her further and ask for advice

Task: Money for charity
Context: Lifestyle
You are writing an article about a recent fundraising event that you and some of your friends undertook. The article will be placed on your school’s website as a link for your partner school abroad.
You could include:
· What made you decide to try to raise money for charity
· What charity organisation you chose and why
· How many people were involved and what fundraising activity/activities you undertook
· How you feel about having raised the amount of money
· What the reaction of the charity organisation was
· Whether you would do the same or something similar again in the future


Task: My life as a teenager
Context: Cross
Write an article about yourself and your lifestyle.
You could include:
· Details about yourself, your family and friends
· How you celebrated your last birthday
· What you do in your free time
· What you think of your school and why
· What you like/don’t like in your life and why
· Your future plans

My favourite football team
Context: Cross
Write a flyer, article or text for a web page about your favourite football team. Target readers are (target language) speaking visitors to your area who are keen to find out more about local football interests.
You could include:
· an introduction to your favourite football team;
· some details about the players and your opinions about them;
· when, how often you see your team and how much it costs;
· a recent trip to see your team and what the result was;
· the next game you are planning to see;
· why you enjoy watching football;
· your hopes for the future of your favourite team.

Money and Shopping
Context: Leisure
Write a post for a blog about your shopping habits.
You could include:
· what money you have and how you get it
· how often you go shopping and where
· a description of your favourite shop/shopping centre and why you like it
· how you spent your money last week
· whether money is important to you and why/not
· a description of something you want to buy.

Notes:
In order to be accessible to a wide range of ability, the task is quite open-ended. Some bullets could be changed to be more specific, but that could make the task seem more demanding.
Lower ability students
· Could develop bullet one to include a part-time job.
· Bullet two could be developed by saying who with and how they get there.
· In bullet three they could concentrate on the description and then give a simple explanation of why they like it e.g. ‘It’s great, because I like the clothes’.
· Bullet four does require past tenses, but they could concentrate on ‘I went; I bought; I saw; I ate; I paid’ etc
· Bullet five seems hard, but can be a simple statement, followed by ‘because I like shopping/the cinema/clothes etc’
· Bullet six needs only ‘I would like or I want to buy’ and then the remainder could focus on the object
More able students
· Could develop bullet one to include money given for birthdays; part-time job and description of this; jobs done around the house; savings.
· Could develop bullet two to describe a typical shopping trip.
· Could include location and layout of shop/centre; additional services (eg café); shop assistants; range of goods; prices and brands. Then in response to why they like it, they could link these to their special interest in eg fashion/technology/sports/books.
· Bullet four could include an account of a trip to cinema/sporting fixture/concert or a meal out/leisure activity and/or normal expenditure on a variety of things.
· Bullet five could be expanded to incorporate views on importance (or not) of money to teenagers generally and whether they feel they receive enough money.
· Bullet six could focus on a particular object or refer to saving for a holiday.
· Could include conditional tense structures e.g. ‘If I had lots of money, I would….’.

