Controlled Assessments – Speaking

Contexts and Purposes


Lifestyle
Health
· Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles and their consequences
Relationships and Choices
· Relationships with family and friends
· Future plans regarding: marriage/partnership
· Social issues and equality
Leisure
Free Time and the Media
· Free time activities
· Shopping, money, fashion and trends
· Advantages and disadvantages of new technology
Holidays
· Plans, preferences, experiences
· What to see and getting around
Home and Environment
Home and Local Area
· Special occasions celebrated in the home
· Home, town, neighbourhood and region, where it is and what it is like
Environment
· Current problems facing the planet
· Being environmentally friendly within the home and local area
Work and Education
School/College and Future Plans
· What school/college is like
· Pressures and problems
Current and Future Jobs
· Looking for and getting a job
· Advantages and disadvantages of different jobs


Task: Job interview
Context: Cross context (leisure/work and education)
You are being interviewed for a holiday job at a sports centre. Your teacher will play the part of the interviewer. He/she will ask you:
· What sports you do and like
· Why you think it is important to do sport and why
· What you did on work experience and whether you enjoyed it
· Do you have a part time job? Why/why not?
· What sort of person you are
· Why you think you would be good at this particular job
· What job you would like to do in the future and why
· !
The unpredictable task could be:
· What sports would you like to try in the future and why?
· Where would you like to work abroad and why?
· What sports did you do last weekend and why?
· What you think of the sports facilities in your area
· Why you think young people have part-time jobs

Task: Free Time Conversation
Context: Leisure
You have a conversation with your exchange partner about free time activities in your home town/area. Your teacher will play the part of your exchange partner. He/she will ask you:
· What leisure facilities there are in your town or area
· How you get there and how often you use these facilities
· When you last went there and what you did
· How often you go shopping and with whom
· How much money you spend on shopping and what you usually buy
· What your opinion is on the leisure and shopping facilities in your area and
why
· What you plan to buy next time you go shopping and why
· !
The unpredictable task could be:
· How much does it cost to do activity x, and what do you think about the costs?
· What could be done to improve the leisure/shopping facilities where you live?
· How do you get the money for your shopping
· Do you use the internet for shopping? Why/why not?
· What is your favourite shop and why?
· What is your favourite leisure facility and why?
· What do you think of 24 hour shopping and why?

Task: Interview about winning a competition
Context: Free Time and Media
You are being interviewed about winning a competition. Your teacher will play the part of the interviewer. He/she will ask you:
· How you found out about the competition.
· What you had to do to take part.
· Whether you enjoyed taking part and why.
· How you found out you had won.
· What your family and friends think about your win.
· How you will celebrate your win.
· !
The unpredictable task could be:
· Have you entered any other competitions (in the past)? Why/why not?
· Would you enter another competition? Why/why not?
· Would you like to take part in a TV quiz show? Why/why not?
· What would you really like to win and why?

Task: Conversation with a penfriend (version for more able)
Cross Context: Lifestyle/Leisure/Home and Environment
You are going to have a conversation with your teacher about your family and free time. Your teacher will play the part of your penfriend. He/she will ask you:
· Tell me about your family
· How do you get on with members of your family?
· Describe your best friend and say what he/she is like
· What do you do in your free time and why do you enjoy it?
· How did you celebrate your last birthday?
· What are your plans for the holidays?
· !
The unpredictable task could be:
· What things do you not like doing and why?
· How do you earn money and what do you spend it on?
· Where would you like to go on holiday and why? 

 (version with extra support for less able)
You are going to have a conversation with your teacher about your family and free time. Your teacher will play the part of your penfriend. He/she will ask you:
· tell me about your family;
· how many people are there in your family and who are they?
· describe a member of your family.
· how old are your brothers and sisters?
· do you have any pets and what are they like?
· how do you get on with members of your family?
· mention the personality of family members.
· say who you get on with best and why.
· do you share a room and does that cause problems?
· what causes most arguments and why?
· describe your best friend and say what he/she is like
· physical description
· how long have you known him/her?
· why is he/she your best friend?
· when is his/her birthday?
· what do you do in your free time and why do you enjoy it?
· what do you do most at weekends/during the week?
· what are the best things about that activity/those activities?
· who do you do that/them with?
· do you have any plans for tonight/this weekend?
· how did you celebrate your last birthday?
· when is your birthday?
· where did you go last year and who with?
· say what you thought of that.
· what presents did you receive?
· what are your plans for the holidays?
· where do you usually go on holiday?
· are you going away this year or staying at home?
· what do you hope to do?
· if you are going away, say where you are staying and what it will be like.
· !
The unpredictable task could be:
· What things do you not like doing and why?
· How do you earn money and what do you spend it on?
· Where would you like to go on holiday and why?

Task: Impressions of an exchange visit
Context: Cross Context
At the end of an exchange visit, the teacher at the school you visited would like some feedback from you. Your teacher will play the part the teacher at the exchange school and will ask you the following:
· How you felt before the trip
· What life and the food in the family were like
· Your impressions of the school and of the host family
· What activities you did and what you thought of them
· Your opinion of school exchanges and why
· Your plans for the students when they come to England
· !

Task: An interview about the environment
Context: The Environment
Imagine you work for an environmental group such as Greenpeace. You are being interviewed about ways to help the environment.
Your teacher will play the part of the interviewer and will ask you the following:
· What are the main environmental problems?
· In your local area - In the World
· transport - energy sources
· lack of recycling - water
· litter - climate change
· graffiti
· poor attitude of people
· What do you do to help the environment?
· recycle
· walk / go by bike
· saving energy
· Tell me about a recent project your group did.
· What will happen if we don’t help the environment?
· more storms
· natural catastrophes
· rise in sea level
· destruction of rain forests
· drought and famine
· !

Task: A conversation about current and future jobs
Context: Work and Education
You are going to have a conversation with your teacher about current and future jobs. Your teacher will ask you the following:
· Do you have a Saturday job?
· if so, what is it?
· the hours
· your wages
· if not, do any of your friends have jobs?
· what do they do?
· What are the advantages / disadvantages of having a part-time job?
· sense of responsibility
· extra money
· no time for school work
· no time for hobbies / friends
· Before now, how did you get your pocket money?
· babysitting
· paper round
· waiter / waitress
· your opinions
· What job would you like to do in the future?
· preferred job
· reasons why
· qualifications needed
· What job would you never do?
· job
· reasons why not
· !



Task: Talking about healthy lifestyle
Context: Lifestyle
You are going to have a conversation with your teacher about healthy lifestyles.
Your teacher will ask you the following:
· What you eat and if it’s healthy
· Which sports person you admire and why
· What sport or exercise you did last weekend
· Your opinion on drugs and alcohol
· Your plans for staying healthy in the future
· !

Task: Healthy Issues
Context: Lifestyle
You’re going to have a conversation with your exchange partner about healthy issues in today’s life. Your teacher will play the part of your exchange partner.
· describe your current state of health
· to what do you contribute your current state of health
· sport, activities (past and now)
· smoking, alcohol, drugs (your attitude to these and opinion)
· eating habits
· general aspects of lifestyle (e.g. sleep)
· how you can improve your health in future
· why is obesity such a problem today
· !
! The unpredictable task could be:
· what facilities are there in your town where you can do something to improve your health?
· Task: Talking about your free time
Context: Leisure
You are having a conversation with your penfriend about your free time.
Your teacher will play the part of your penfriend and will ask you the following:
· What you do in your free time when you stay in
· What technology you use
· computers
· mobile
· MP3
· What you did when you went out recently
· How do you plan to spend your money in the future
· Your opinion about fashion and why
· !



Task: Talking about yourself
Context: Cross Context
You are going to have a conversation with a young person you have just met on holiday.
Your teacher will play the part of the young person and will ask you to talk about the following:
· Yourself and your family
· Where you live and what you think about it
· Your free time
· Your school and future plans
· What you have done on the holiday so far
· !

Task: Interview with a Homeless Person
Context: cross
You are being interviewed by your teacher. You will play the role of a homeless person and the teacher will play the role of the interviewer. Your teacher will ask you the following;
· tell me about yourself – personal information, name, age etc.
· why are you homeless/living on the streets?
· what is a typical day like for you?
· what is the main problem for young people living on the streets and how do you deal with it?
· what would you like to be doing in 5 years time?
· !
! The unpredictable task could be:
· What is the best thing that has happened to you as a homeless person?
Exemplar Task A ii) – Cross Context
Task: Interview with a Celebrity
Context: cross
You are being interviewed by your teacher. You will play the role of a celebrity and your teacher will play the role of the interviewer. Your teacher will ask you the following;
· tell me about yourself – personal information, name, age etc.
· what is a typical day like for you?
· how do you spend your free time?
· what were your ambitions when you were younger?
· how do you feel about the publicity you receive?
· what would you like to be doing in 5 years’ time?
· !
! The unpredictable task could be:
· What are the best things about being a celebrity?

Task: Cinema
Context: Leisure
You are going to have a conversation with your teacher about the cinema.
Your teacher will ask you the following;
· what sort of films do you like and why?
· who is your favourite actor/actress? Describe him/her.
· what is your opinion on going to the cinema?
· do you think it is better to go to the cinema or to hire a DVD? Why?
· describe your last visit to the cinema.
· what are your plans for next weekend?
· !
! The unpredictable task could be:
· What do you plan to see at the cinema in the near future?
Exemplar Task B ii) – Leisure
Task: Holidays
Context: Leisure
You are going to have a conversation with your teacher about holidays.
Your teacher will ask you the following;
· what is your favourite type of holiday and why?
· do you think holidays are important? Why/why not?
· do you think people have too many holidays? Why/why not?
· describe your last holiday.
· what do you like doing on holiday and why?
· !
! The unpredictable task could be:
· Where will you go on your next holiday and why?!

Task: Part time Jobs
Context: Education & Jobs
You are going to have a conversation with your teacher about part time jobs and work experience. Your teacher will ask you the following;
· do you have a part time job at the moment? What do you do? When do you do it? How much
· do you earn?
· do you like your job? Why?
· where did you go for your work experience?
· do you think that work experience is a good idea? Why?
· what job would you like to do in the future? Why?
· what are the advantages and disadvantages of your chosen career?
· is unemployment a problem for young people? Explain your point of view.
· !
! The unpredictable task could be:
· What jobs/work experience do your friends do?


Task: Interview for Big Brother
Context: Cross
A TV channel is advertising for foreigners to take part in the reality show, Big Brother. You are invited to an interview and answer the interviewer’s questions. You teacher will play the role of the interviewer and will ask you the following:
· tell me about yourself – personal information, name, age etc
· what are you free time interests?
· what do you think about reality TV programmes?
· why do you think you would be a good contestant?
· tell me about an outrageous thing you have done in the past
· what would be a good task for contestants to do in the programme?
· !
! The unpredictable task could be:
· what do you think you will miss most and why?
· how do you think you will feel during the programme?
· food will be rationed – what do you think about that?

Task: a conversation about new technology
Context: Leisure
You are going to have a conversation with your teacher about new technology and your free time. Your teacher will ask the following:
· what do people use and iPod for?
· do you have an iPod and why (not)?
· is it better to download music or buy CDs? Why?
· how will the internet help you with your exam revision?
· how have you used the internet recently in your free time?
· what problems are there with the internet?
· !
! The unpredictable task could be:
· what type of music do you prefer? Why?
· when do you use the internet?
· some people say that new technology makes us lazy. What is your opinion?

Task: Exchange
Context: Leisure
You’re going to have a conversation with your exchange partner about your last holiday. Your teacher will play the part of your exchange partner and will ask you:
· where you went, with whom and why there
· when you went and what the journey there was like
· can you describe the resort (attractions)
· what you did during your holiday
· where did you stay and what was the accommodation like
· would you go there again? Why (not)?
· !
! The unpredictable task could be:
· what was the weather like?
· what was the food like?
· do you like going on holiday way... or would you rather go with...?






