12.  E. MENDOZA: Sin noticias de Gurb
  (a)  Después de leer esta novela, ¿qué impresión sacas de la vida en Barcelona al comienzo 
de los años noventa? En tu opinión, ¿cuál fue la intención del autor al describirla de 
esta manera?
 O
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]  (b) Describe, con ejemplos, algunos de los problemas que encuentra el extraterrestre 
cuando intenta vivir entre los humanos. ¿Por qué, en tu opinión, experimenta tales 
dificultades?
(45 puntos)

Mark Scheme
12.    E. MENDOZA: Sin noticias de Gurb 
 
(a)  They are asked to describe the impression they receive of life in Barcelona in the early 
nineties and to consider the intentions of the author in describing it in this way. 
  Life in Barcelona is described as chaotic and absurd. Criticism is wide-ranging and candidates 
will illustrate some aspects of this: materialism, social inequality, ostentation, inefficiency, 
urban chaos, traffic, pollution, aggression, popular culture, etc. The author's descriptions are 
specific and localised and will be easily recognised by those who are familiar with Barcelona. 
The author's intention is clearly satirical, and as with all satire he wishes to draw attention, if 
in exaggerated fashion, to particular abuses. His target is modern urban life and his 
descriptions are rumbustious and hilarious. The primary intention appears to be to entertain 
and amuse.   
  
(b)  Candidates are asked to describe with examples some of the difficulties the extraterrestrial 
experiences when he tries to live among humans, and to consider why he has these problems. 
They will mention among other things the problems he has in dealing with human anatomy, in 
coping with traffic, in handling money, in relating to the opposite sex, in eating human food. 
His problems derive in part from his conviction that human beings are very badly designed 
and that the organisation of human society is totally lacking in logic. Despite his super-human 
intelligence, he lacks human common sense. He interprets everything he sees in a literal and 
logical manner and as a consequence suffers when faced with illogical or irrational situations. 
The novel gives the impression that it is not the extraterrestrial that is at fault but the 
human society through which he tries to move
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