Q12 E. Mendoza: Sin noticias de Gurb

Good knowledge and understanding of the text was shown by most of the candidates

who chose to study this new prescription. They had clearly enjoyed the novel and

were able to recall some of the aspects of Barcelona that had been satirised by the

author. In answer to both questions there was some good investigation and

evaluation of the characteristics of the narrator that distinguished him from human

beings and that made life on earth difficult for him.
Advice and Guidance

• Candidates must resist the temptation to present pre-prepared all-purpose

essays. Credit cannot be given for answers that do not address the question

directly.

• Candidates should not attempt to answer questions on topics they have not

studied in depth, even if, on the surface, they appear accessible.

• Careful planning is essential. Candidates are rewarded for their organisation, and

rambling answers in which the train of thought is unclear cannot earn high marks.

• Answers should contain balance. Where a question requires discussion of more

than one text, film, character, etc., sufficient weight should be given to each.

• Each question contains an evaluative element. Candidates must ensure that this

aspect is given full treatment.

• Although carefully chosen quotations skilfully used can enhance an answer, they

should be kept to a minimum, correctly incorporated into the sentence, and, in

particular, should be accurate and correctly attributed.
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