UNIT 2 
WRITING

SPANISH

B
Witnessing an incident: 1st person singular

	
	Preterito indef.
	imperfecto
	Pres subj
	Imperf subj

	Ver (a)
	
	veía
	vea
	

	Observar (a)
	observé
	
	
	observara

	Presenciar
	
	presenciaba
	presencie
	

	Ser testigo de
	fui testigo de
	
	sea..
	

	Estar involucrado en
	
	estaba..
	esté
	

	Ser víctima de
	
	era
	
	fuera

	Participar en
	participé
	participaba
	
	

	Sufrir
	sufrí
	
	sufra
	


B
Dramatic events: preterite

There was a .....
hubo        se produjo      tuvo lugar      

Sound: se oyó/oyeron

Smell: olía a....

1. There was an accident

2. There was a fire

3. There was an explosion and I nearly passed out

4. There was a terrorist attack

5. There was a robbery

6. There was a loud noise

7. There was a great commotion

8. There was a collective panic

9. There was a collision

10. The was a sudden downpour

11. The impact was tremendous

12. The shock was awful

13. It was completely unexpected

14. It smelled of gas and made me feel nauseous

15. I recognised him as soon as I saw him

16. I fell down and lost consciousness

17. I was knocked down by a motorcycle

18. I heard what sounded like gunfire.

C
What was happening before the event: imperfect/pluperfect

1. I had just arrived

2. I was walking along the road

3. We were travelling towards Madrid

4. I was about to cross the road

5. I had been dancing for two hours.

6. I had ordered a beer.

7. I was quietly strolling along the beach

8. I had lost my way

9. I wasn’t paying attention

10. I was enjoying myself.

11. I was distracted

12. I was chatting to some friends

13. No sooner had I sat down when..

14. I was spending a pleasant fortnight with a Spanish family.

D
Your reactions:

1. I was horrified

2. I was dumbstruck

3. I was delighted

4. I was terrified

5. I was perplexed

6. It was obvious that

7. One could see that

8. What shocked me most was that

9. What impressed me most was that

10. What amused me most was that

11. What surprised me most was that

12. What amazed me most was that

13. What disappointed me most was that

14. What repelled me most was that

15. What frightened me most was that

16. What affected me most was that

17. What frightened me most was that

18. What delighted me most was that

19. What upset me most was that

E 
The immediate aftermath: imperfect/preterite

1. The incident caused panic

2. There was blood everywhere

3. There was smoke everywhere

4. Some were crying, some were laughing

5. Everyone was protesting

6. Many people were asking for help

7. Some people were demanding a refund

8. Nobody knew what to do

9. The police took ten minutes to get there

10. People were trying to help the victims.

F
Your opinion: using the subjunctive:
1. I don’t think that such a situation is sustainable

2. It is imperative that the problem is resolved

3. Something must be done before the situation gets worse.

4. The authorities must act decisively so that the situation improves.

5. I doubt that the situation is different in other European countries.

6. It was not my fault that the incident happened.

7. It is a scandal that the Spaniards tolerate such a situation.

8. It is unthinkable that such a phenomenon occurs in a civilised society.

9. I recommend that the government adopts measures to control the problem

10. We have to prohibit people from acting in this way.

11. I am horrified by the possibility that such a scene could be repeated.

G
What needs to be done:
1. We have to educate young people better

2. People ought to respect the privacy of others

3. The guilty should be fined

4. If there are laws they should be enforced.

5. We should not allow young people to drink in the streets

6. We should increase police vigilance.

7. We should train the professionals better

8. Salaries should be increased

9. Those responsible should be dismissed

10. Schools should improve the citizenship training of young people

11. Drug addicts should not have to steal to pay for their addiction

12. Violent crimes should be punished with prison sentences.

13. Parents should accept responsibility for the behaviour of their children

14. If I were the mayor I would ban plastic bags

15. If it were my responsibility I would ban cars in the city centre

16. If it were possible I would drastically increase taxes on beer

17. If only the authorities would take the initiative!

18. If only parents would control their children!

19. The infrastructure needs to be extended.

20. The sports facilities for young people should be improved

