[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]How to Write a Discursive Essay under Exam/Timed Conditions
(Based on Edexcel A2 - Unit 6 (c))

  

· Time:  1 hour 15 minutes

· Word Limit: 230 – 250 words

· Marks for Paper = 45
	· Read the title (3 Minutes)

1. What is the question asking/stating & what are the two sides of the argument?

2. Address/refer to the question throughout the essay

3. Answer the question asked and not what you want to write about.

	· Write a plan (10 Minutes)

1. Brief introduction

2. Points of discussion for first side of the argument e.g. Point 1, Point 2 & Point 3

3. Points of discussion for other side of the argument e.g. Point 1, Point 2 & point 3

4. Have an equal number of points to discuss on both sides to balance the argument

5. Brief conclusion

6. Jot down complex phrases e.g. si + present tense + future tense, si + imperfect subjunctive tense + conditional tense, etc

7. Jot down the subjunctive phrases you wish to use e.g. Dado que sea así, No creo que, Es posible que
8. Make a list of any vocabulary/buzz words related to the topic

	The ESSAY: (50 Minutes)

· Introduction 

1. Set the scene/explain situation/problem e.g. Hoy en día, un tema actual es lo de…
2. Show first side of the argument e.g. Está bien conocido que………………….tiene unas ventajas claras…………. 

3. Show the other side of the argument e.g. Por el otro mano, se puede decir que…Hay que destacar también que…
4. Sum up e.g. Después de haber considerado los dos lados del argumento hay que decir que…

	MAIN BODY: Present BOTH Sides of the Argument:
·  First side of the argument

1. Use paragraph leaders e.g. Consideramos las razones por que…
2. Segundo, examinamos………….

3. Otro aspecto del tema es que…..

	· Other side of the argument

1. Use paragraph leaders e.g. Después de haber examinado las ventajas, llegamos a destacar las desventajas.  La otra cara de la moneda es….
2. Se debe hablar ahora de………………………..

3. La última constatación es………………………….

	· Conclusion

1. Use a concluding phrase e.g. A modo de concluir, está claro que……   Todo considerado, se puede deducir que …………..  , es evidenteque….. etc

2. This should reflect upon your points of discussion and weigh up BOTH sides of your argument

3. It should contain NO NEW INFORMATION
4. Refer back to title but do not repeat it exactly

5. Give some reference to the future if possible.

	CHECK YOUR WORK (10 Minutes)

1. Genders 
2. Verb endings/Tenses

3. Spellings

4. Singular and Plurals of nouns
5. Adjectival Agreement

6. Accents

7. Examples of Subjunctive

8. Examples of Complex Phrases

9. Relevant Vocabulary and Structures to Topic

10. Example of a Rhetorical Question (if possible)
11. Write down WORD COUNT  at end of essay


TIME USED: 1 hour 13 minutes

¡Buena suerte!
Keep your watch on the desk in front of you during the exam & stick to times!!!!!!








