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Tips for the discursive essay

Overview

A. Introduction


B. 7 Paragraphs : either

a. 7 different ideas or

b. 4 points for, 3 points against


C. Conclusion – should now be clear
Always add something new to your conclusion

Tips

1. Plan first – What are your ideas? What are you going to say?

2. 250 word limit ( 1 side of A4 in one hour 15 minutes

a. This has to be high quality stuff

b. Quality rather than quantity 

Structure

1. Rule of 3 – see language
2. Use colons

3. Rhetorical questions

4. Last line of each paragraph is the killer

5. Humour?

Language

1. Have to introduce subordinate clause + subjunctives

2. Avoid using long pre-learnt  sentences

3. Use phrases that demonstrate you can handle language

Examples (not exhaustive)

	después de…
antes de…
	After…
Before
	si no fuera por…
	If it weren’t for

	tanto… como
	Both... and....
	al + infinitive
	On –ing

	no sólo … sino (que)
	Not only but also
	más vale... que…
	It’s better to ... than...


