How to get your highest possible mark in Unit 5.

Exam technique:

1. Answer the question on “una comunidad autónoma de España” – do not be tempted by other ones.

2. Choose carefully between two questions. One might initially appear enticing because it’s easy – but the key is for which one can you demonstrate more knowledge + understanding.

e.g.

a. Examina los rasgos fundamentales de la economía andaluza. ¿Cómo afectan las vidas cotidianas de las personas de la región?

b. Examina la geografía de Cataluña. ¿Cómo afecta la moda de vida de la región?

3. Once decided you must make a plan : and write it in the TL.

4. Ensure that every point you make on the plan answers the question – so does it either demonstrate something you know about the region; or does it demonstrate análisis :

e.g.

Question a from above – you could write about the presence of agriculture in Cataluña. You need to mention some facts about this, where it is, what is grown and why. Then you must say how agriculture affects the daily life of people who are involved in it – inmigración, empresas multinacionales, tecnología etc... etc...

5. Answer the question. This sounds stupid I know but you must make sure that you do not “go off on a tangent”. It is very, very easy to regurgitate an essay you have written previously. This is a mistake. Ensure you answer the question by referring back to it frequently – have it in front of you when you are writing and read it through at the end of each section of your essay. 

6. You must also ensure you back up your arguments with facts – these are crucial. Go away over ½ term and learn at least 10 facts about Cataluña. Number of immigrants, % that Cataluña contributes to Spanish GDP, % that tourism contributes to Cataluña economy etc... etc...

7. Don’t miss out on opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge – you need to work in facts / statistics / knowledge you have – remember very few people sitting this paper will have been to the region – if you have and you can use this information to back up your knowledge then do so.
8. I honestly believe you can have 1 “fresh” idea in an exam situation – if you get a moment of inspiration don’t be afraid to write it down.

9. The topics I would revise are as follows – see over

a. Transport – changes and implications

b. Tourism – wide ranging (rural/beach/culture vulture..)

c. Agriculture – and productos catalanes / comercio
d. “Recent changes” – again wide ranging

e. Economy – what’s it made up of and where’s it going

f. Architecture + history + culture – how does it affect today’s lifestyle

g. Industry – don’t just think of factories – there are other types

h. Housing – how has it changed / what effects has it had 

i. Geography – how relief affects industry / population distribution

10. When I say revise “write out notes” that you slowly reduce down – to one side or so in total – key words that set you off thinking. And facts.

