Translating into Spanish

[image: ]The verb ‘tener’ is a very important verb in Spanish and it has many uses:
1. It can show possession.
2. It is used to show age.
3. It is used in idiomatic expressions.
4. It can show obligation.
In the letter above the verb tener appears eight times. For each occasion decide which use (1-4) above it refers to and write its English translation.
 You may have a text like the one above that you have used in class on which to base your ideas and if so, you should use it to list useful vocabulary and phrases that you can later manipulate. Be cautious of lifting whole sentences though!
When you translate, if you don’t want the meaning to be lost in translation remember to check for: 
· word order (adjectives, pronouns...etc)
· gender and number agreement (of articles, nouns, adjectives, quantifiers...etc)
· verb tenses and endings (preterite or imperfect, familiar form or courtesy form)
· fals friends (actualmente does not mean actually)
· time constructions (desde hace etc)
· prepositions (por or para? And if unsure, could you use an alternative such as durante?)
Read the letter of this worried youth and translate the sentences into Spanish. Use the text to find ideas and useful vocabulary.
1. On the one hand world leaders talk about debt relief for the world’s poorest countries and on the other hand they do nothing to release the stranglehold they have on interest payments.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Globalisations should go hand in glove with the vast capitals of transnational corporations as they seek out ever cheaper sources of manufacturing their goods; however, it doesn’t work like that. The fat cat gets fatter because they don’t or won’t invest in the social fabric of the countries whose workers they exploit.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________9___________________________________________________________
3. The younger generation are going to have to live with the inept legacy of present governments who don’t seem to care about the world’s problems; they only make them worse.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. They should act before it is too late because the environment knows no bounds; contamination seeps everywhere.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answers
TENER
1. obligation: will have to live
2. idiomatic use: to take into account
3. obligation: has to adjust
4. idiomatic use: to be careful
5. idiomatic use: to be patient
6. possession: to have a voice and a vote
7. possession: to have the money
Sample answers
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Estimados presidentes y lideres del mundo:

Somos la generacién que tendra que vivir,

o mejor dicho sobrevivir, con el legado de sus
decisiones e ineptidudes, de modo que les
rogamos que tengan en cuenta nuestro futuro en
vez de perseguir inicamente sus propios intereses.
No pueden hablar de aliviar las deudas por un
lado y por otro seguir estrangulando a los paises
pobres, exigiéndoles cada vez mas intereses.

Les advertimos de que somos muy conscientes de
que la globalizacién de productos y los flujos de
capitales se estd llevando a cabo sin atender a los
derechos de las personas y negando la igualdad

de oportunidades. La economia global tiene que
ajustarse para incluir a los millones que mantiene
en la pobreza. Claro esta que ustedes no se fijan
en eso, solo les interesan los ingresos altos. Pero
tengan cuidado porque ustedes no se saldran con
la suya ya que un medio ambiente en deterioro no

entiende de fronteras ni objetivos econdmicos,

The verb ‘tener’

o Remember this is a very important verb in
Spanish and it has many uses:

1 It can show possession.

2 Itis used to show age.

3 Itis used in idiomatic expressions.
4 It can show obligation.

@ In the letter above, the verb zener appears eight
times. For each occasion decide which use
of 1-4 above it refers to and write its English
translation.

Translating into Spanish

You may have a text on which to base your

ideas and if so, you should use it to list useful
vocabulary and phrases that you can later
manipulate. Be cautious of lifting whole sentences.

When you translate, if you don’t want the meaning
o be lost in translation remember to check for:
+ Word order (adjectives, pronouns ... etc.)

+ Gender and number agreement (of articles,
nouns, adjectives, quantifiers ... etc.)

+ Verb tenses and endings (preterite or imperfect,
familiar form or courtesy form)

pero si que contamina las aguas donde mas de un
billén viven sin agua potable.

El egoismo de las naciones ricas y las
corporaciones trasnacionales es el motivo por el
que billones de personas viven al margen de la
pobreza. Es imprescindible que todos, tanto los
paises desarrollados como los que estan en vias de
desarrollo, nos dediquemos a encontrar un plan
econdmico sostenible y estratégico para salir de
este circulo vicioso. No se les olvide que tenemos
paciencia pero también tenemos voz y voto.

Todos tenemos que cooperar para que el
desarrollo y la sostenibilidad puedan ir mano

a mano. Es hora de cambiar la mentalidad

— arriésguense a tomar decisiones practicas para
reducir la pobreza, el calentamiento global y los
conflictos armados. Ustedes tienen el dinero, la
autoridad y los medios necesarios — haganlo antes
de que sea demasiado tarde.

 False friends (actualmente does not mean
‘actually”)

* Time constructions (desde hace etc)

* Prepositions (por or para? And if unsure, could
you use an alternative such as durante?)

@ Read the letter of this worried youth and
translate the sentences into Spanish. Use the
text to find ideas and useful vocabulary.

T On the one hand world leaders talk about debt
relief for the world’s poorest countries and on
the other hand they do nothing to release the
stranglehold they have on interest repayments.

2 Globalisation should go hand in glove with the
vast capitals of transnational coorporations
as they seek out ever cheaper sources of
manufacturing their goods; however, it doesn’t
work like that. The fat cat gets fatter because
they don’t or won’t invest in the social fabric
of the countries whose workers they exploit.

3 The younger generation are going to have
to live with the inept legacy of present
governments who don’t seem to care about the
world’s problems; they only make them worse.

4 They should act before it is too late
because the environment knows no bounds;
contamination seeps everywhere.
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obligation: has to adjust

idiomatic use: to be careful

idiomatic use: fo be patient
possession: to have a voice and a vote
possession: fo have the money

Translating into Spanish

Prepare students for the translation exercise by
pointing out ways they can use pieces they have read
for sources of vocabulary, ideas and grammatical
construction. Advise them that simply copying
material from the textbook will not do: they must
practise using their own words.

Remind students to check the following:

Word order; Gender and number agreement; Verb
tenses and endings; False friends; Time
constructions; Prepositions; Finding alternative
expressions

2 Students read the letter in Exercise 1 again and
translate the following sentences into Spanish.

Sample answers:

1 Por un lado los lideres mundiales hablan de
aliviar las deudas de los paises més pobres del
mundo y por el otro no hacen nada para dejar de
estrangularles con reclamaciones de intereses.

2 La globalizacion deberia ir junta con las grandes
sumas de las corporaciones trasnacionales al
buscar medios cada vez més baratos de
manufacturar sus productos, sin embargo; no es
asi. Los ricos se convierten en mds ricos porque
no invierten o no quieren invertir en las
necesidades sociales de los paises de cuyos
trabajadores abusan.

3 La generacién de los jovenes tendréa que vivir con
el legado inepto de los gobiernos actuales que no
parecen tener en cuenta los problemas mundiales
y so6lo los empeoran.

4 Deberian actuar antes de que sea demasiado tarde
porque el medioambiente no tiene fronteras y la
contaminacion se filtra por todas partes.

A escoger

Grammar focus

+ All the unit’s grammar points

Skills focus

+ Reading for comprehension
¢ Synonyms
+ Writing an extended piece of Spanish

Protejamos

estro planetal

Key language

Jor chicles,  mascary nocivols;  sistemas 2o
drenaje;  grabacion; anticuado/a
Resources

+ Students’ Book page 24
¢ CDI1,track I3
¢ Copymaster 9

1a Students discuss the habit of chewing gum and
its enviromental impact.

1b Students read the article on recycling chewing
gum and answer the questions.

2 Students look in the text for synonyms to the
words in the list.

Answers:

pese a que una media de
poco mds o menos el lider de produccion mundial
son el ultimo grito  contenedores

3 Students listen to the recording of the woman’s
views on chewing gum and complete the questions
using phrases from the recording.

cabello o dondequiera.

Answers:

vacas rumiantes ... mascan chicle
esté mascando ... esté hablando
gusto ... adiccion

AW =

aumenta ... sus hijos vuelven del colegio con
chicle pegado a sus pantalones, al cabello o
dondequiera

4 Students write a proposal of 250-400 words
proposing one or other system for recycling gum in
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