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In Spanish Cataluña, in Catalan Catalunya. 
  

General Informartion
Catalonia is an autonomous community (comunidad autónoma) and historic region of Spain encompassing the northeastern Spanish provincias of Gerona, Barcelona, Tarragona, and Lérida. It was established by the statute of autonomy of Dec. 18, 1979. 

Catalonia is the richest and most highly industrialized part of Spain. The capital is Barcelona. Catalonia was formerly a principality of the crown of Aragon, and it has played an important role in the history of the Iberian Peninsula. From the 17th century it was the centre of a separatist movement that sometimes dominated Spanish affairs. 

Area: 31,930 square km (12,328 square miles). Population: 6,099,319 (1988 est.). 
  

Geography
The autonomous community of Catalonia occupies a triangular area in the northeastern corner of Spain and is bordered by France and Andorra in the north, Aragon in the west, Valencia in the south, and the Mediterranean Sea in the east. The Pyrenees separate Catalonia from France, and to the west the pre-Pyrenees and the Ebro River basin mark the border with Aragon. To the southwest the Ebro basin gives way to coastal hills separating the Catalonian province of Tarragona from the Valencian province of Castellón. 

The provinces of Tarragona, Barcelona, and Gerona have a Mediterranean shoreline, with coastal plains ringed by the low-lying Catalanides ranges. The Catalanides have historically separated the industrial towns of the coast from the predominantly agricultural settlements of the hinterlands. North of the Catalanides is a high tableland that comprises most of Lerida province. The principal rivers in Catalonia are the Ter, Llobrégat, and the Ebro, all of which run into the Mediterranean. A Mediterranean climate prevails throughout most of Catalonia, with hot, dry summers and mild, relatively rainy winters. 
  

Demographic Pattern
The towns of the Catalan coast have dominated the development of the region, with the result that the population is heavily concentrated along the Mediterranean, increasingly depopulating the hinterland. In the 20th century there has been an additional concentration of population in the city of Barcelona and its satellite towns. 
  

Economy
Catalonia's traditional agriculture was centred on the production of wine, almonds, and olive oil for export, as well as potatoes and corn (maize) as staples. Slightly more than one-third of Catalonia remains under cultivation, and the traditional crops of olives and grapes are being supplanted by fruits and vegetables for consumption in the cities. Agriculture accounts for only one-tenth of Catalonia's domestic product, however. 

The Catalan textile industry first achieved prominence between 1283 and 1313 and has remained the region's premier industry. Barcelona, Sabadell, and Tarrasa are leading textile centres. The industrial sector has undergone rapid expansion and diversification since the 1950s, and the metalworking, food-processing, and chemical industries are steadily overtaking textiles in importance. Textile, papermaking and graphic arts, chemicals, and metalworking industries are concentrated in Barcelona. One of the city's plants produces many of Spain's industrial motor vehicles. Catalonia's growing demand for petroleum products has led to the expansion of Barcelona's petroleum refineries. Services, particularly those of tourism and transportation, are highly developed. 
  

History
Catalonia was one of the first Roman possessions in Spain. Occupied during the 5th century AD by the Visigoths, it was taken by the Moors in 712 and at the end of the 8th century by Charlemagne, who incorporated it into his realm as the Spanish March, ruled by a count. Frankish suzerainty over Catalonia was merely nominal, however, and was completely rejected during the reign of Count Borrell (d. 991). 

From 1137, when Count Ramon Berenguer IV of Barcelona was betrothed to Petronila, queen of Aragon, Catalonia and Aragon were united under the same ruler. Catalonia monopolized trade in the western Mediterranean in the 13th and 14th centuries, and Catalan interests dominated the union with Aragon until 1410, when the male line of the counts of Barcelona became extinct. Dissatisfaction in Catalonia with the new Trastámara dynasty of Aragon increased after 1412; during the reign of John II it developed into a full-scale but unsuccessful rebellion (1462-72). 

After the marriage of John II's son Ferdinand with Isabella of Castile (1469) had brought about the unification of Spain, Catalonia became of secondary importance in Spanish affairs. Though it retained its autonomy and Generalitat (assembly), by the 17th century its conflict of interest with Castile, along with the decline of the Spanish monarchy's prestige, led to the first of a series of Catalan separatist movements. In 1640 Catalonia revolted against Spain and placed itself under the protection of Louis XIII of France, but the revolt was quelled in the 1650s. In the War of the Spanish Succession, Catalonia declared its support for the archduke Charles and resisted the accession of the Bourbon dynasty in Spain, but in 1714 it was completely subjugated by the forces of the Bourbon Philip V, who abolished the Catalan constitution and autonomy. 

Catalan separatism reemerged in the 19th century in the support given to Carlism. The resurgence really began in the 1850s, however, when serious efforts were made to revive Catalan as a living language with its own press and theatre. Catalan nationalism became a serious force after 1876 when the defeat of the Carlists led the church to transfer its support to the movement for autonomy. By 1913 Catalonia had won a slight degree of home rule, but the legislation conferring it was repealed in 1925 by Primo de Rivera, who attacked all manifestations of Catalan separatism. Rivera's policy led to the formation of a left-wing coalition party in Catalonia, the Esquerra Republicana. The Esquerra won a sweeping victory in the municipal elections of 1931, and two days later its leader proclaimed a Catalan Republic. A compromise was worked out with the central government, and in September 1932 the statute of autonomy for Catalonia became law. Catalonia played a prominent role in the history of Republican Spain and in the Civil War (1936-39). The Nationalists' victory in 1939 meant the loss of autonomy, however, and General Francisco Franco's government adopted a repressive policy toward Catalan nationalism. 

The establishment of democratic rule in Spain after Franco's death did not lessen Catalonia's desire for autonomy, and in September 1977 limited autonomy was granted to the region. Full autonomy was granted in 1979 with the establishment of the autonomous community of Catalonia. The government established in 1979 consists of a Generalitat (an executive council headed by a president) and a unicameral parliament. 
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Abstract 

The most salient--and the most politically troublesome--aspect of contemporary Catalan society is its division into two main groups: the largely Catalan middle class and the largely non-Catalan, Castilian-speaking working class, which defines itself as 'Spanish' and is defined by ethnic Catalans as 'immigrant.' Class conflict in Catalonia is not new, nor is the failure of the workers' movement of Catalonia and political Catalanism to identify with each other; but these strains are exacerbated by the fact that the cleavage lines of class, language, and culture have become coterminous since the early 1950s, when 'immigrants' began to arrive in large numbers. Since the 1977 elections to the Spanish Parliament, which marked Spain's transition from dictatorship to democracy, any political party that hopes to command a significant following in Catalonia has been obliged to address this problem.

Catalan nationalism is approached as a cultural system; that is, as a way of constructing and commenting upon social and cultural reality. In the context of the political events of 1979 and 1980, it emerges as a process of redefining and reinterpreting collective identity. As Catalonia's indigenous political institutions were restored through the approval of the Statute of Autonomy by referendum and elections to the Catalan Parliament, the question 'Who is Catalan?' became central to the Catalan political process. The answers--especially the ones respecting the relationship between language and identity--offered by the representatives of Catalonia's political parties had a good deal to do with their political fortunes. Special attention is paid to the spectacular rise of the Catalan socialists in the 1977 elections to the Spanish Cortes, and their equally dramatic failure to gain control of the Catalan Parliament three years later.

The imprecise nature of the relationship between the social order and its cultural representations, and the indeterminacy inherent in ideological systems makes it possible for interested parties--in this case, political parties--to attempt to shape a reality better suited to their immediate purposes. This theoretical framework provides a basis for understanding the dynamics of nationalist movements in particular and symbolic systems in general.
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FC Barcelona: a Secret National Team
19.06.2006 Numerous Catalans maintain that "Barça" is more than just a club. For them, "Barça" is a kind of substitute for their own national team. They do actually have a national team, but it is not allowed to take part in official tournaments. So support for the Spanish national team is all the weaker in Catalonia. It is no surprise then that away games involving the "Selección" are somewhat of a rarity in Barcelona.
This article is not completely accessible. You can order an accessible version of this article by e-mail. : FC Barcelona: a Secret National Team
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"When you have to explain to a foreigner why "Barça" is more than just a club,' you have to go back to Adam and Eve, not to clarify the team's history, but because Barcelona's soccer team is a symbol of Catalonia's historical troubles and its never-ending civil war with the Spanish state, both armed and metaphorical, dating back to the 17th century."

Catalan Flag Only Flies High at the Camp Nou
This is a quote from Manuel Vazquez Montalban, one of Spain's most prolific authors, honored with European literature's most prestigious prizes and, in his time, a renowned theorist on Barcelonism. His ideas summarize what most of Catalan society believes about Catalonia, Spain and Barça, which to Manuel was nothing less than "the symbolic unarmed army of Catalonia," an allusion to times during the Franco dictatorship when Catalan flags could be displayed in the stands of the Camp Nou stadium, but this was a punishable offense outside the cement enclosing the "Barça" field.

Vazquez Montalban, a Galician by birth, but Catalan by choice and conviction, summarises one of his ideas on the subject. Soccer is like an extension of politics, Spain's centralist political design versus the vision of a Catalan nation with its own identity. In that respect, Barça is a fundamental part of the backbone of Catalan nationalism.

Oleguer Presas Set To Become the New National Hero
For some months now, that ideology has had a new protagonist, Barcelona player Oleguer Presas. A few months ago Spanish coach, Luis Aragones, selected him to attend a team-building workshop in Madrid just a few months before the final Spanish line-up for the World Cup in Germany was decided. 

Presas, a self-confessed Catalan nationalist who several years ago was involved in various anti-establishment groups, took part in the workshops knowing that he would never defend the Spanish colours.

It didn't occur to him to state in public what was already a widely known secret: his convictions prevented him from sporting the shirt of a nation he does not believe in. In the end, Luis decided not to select him, even though he played defense on the team that won the European Champions League.

"We Are Not Putting a Gun to Anybody's Head"
In the midst of a political battle concerning protests voiced by Catalonia that it should have its own teams, which has been reactivated since the nationalist party, Republican Left of Catalonia (ERC), entered the Catalan government, even the Spanish Secretary of State for Sport, socialist Jaime Lissavetzky, had to get involved.

"We are not putting a gun to anybody's head. If Oleguer doesn't participate in the pre-match training session it's not a problem. He won't be asked again, that's all," said the leader on the same day the Catalan defense participated in a TV ad in favour of Catalan national teams entitled: "One nation, one team."

No Witch-Hunt for Puyol and Xavi
That is why Oleguer is the saint and symbol of Catalan nationalism in the Camp Nou stands, where, in tongue-in-cheek fashion, Barcelona's Catalan players make it clear they do not wear Spanish shirts, although they would not criticize those who, like the captain Carles Puyol or playmaker Xavi Hernandez, choose to wear the Spanish "sheepskins" so they can compete at the highest level since they do not have the opportunity wear the four-striped shirt of Catalonia.

The "Selección" Rarely Plays in Barcelona
Historically, the Spanish team has not had much appeal in Catalonia. Few games are scheduled for the team in Barcelona and, when they are, the crowds are not in any way proportional to those in other parts of Spain.

Clearly, there is less enthusiasm for the team. The undertones are highly political. Much of Catalan society wants high-level contacts made by various federations to materialize so Catalonia can play internationally with its own team. The main problem, however, rests with national laws and the obstacles imposed from Madrid.

Catalan Hockey Players Forced to Fight Their Way Back
Catalonia has not even been able to see its athletic aspirations materialize in specialty sports such as roller hockey, water polo or grass hockey, which have a long-standing tradition in Eastern Spain. The Catalans competed temporarily with their own team in the B-category World Roller Hockey Championship, but after they demolished all the opposition, the Spanish Federation put the brakes on the Catalans' momentum, for purposes of national unity.

There are no clear solutions to this type of conflict, sporting on the surface but political at a deeper level. Perhaps it is a question of democratic maturity, despite the fact that more than 30 years have passed since democracy was established in Spain following the death of Francisco Franco.

Spanish Nationalism Is an Explosive Cocktail
The problem is that since the Franco era, Spanish nationalism has been identified with single-party, centralist politics and with repression and military rule, an explosive cocktail that reinforces the idea of defending what each citizen holds dearest: the people's cultural and linguistic background, something that particularly affects historic communities in Spain that have different languages and cultural identities, especially the Basque country and Catalonia, where, in general, people value what belongs to them and fear rampant centralism. 

